CONQUESTS   AND   DISCOVERIES
their turn clad their men in the colours of thek houses. The desire
to take part in this mysterious expedition was great in all men's
minds . . . "7 The tale is told of the seeking out of Henrique by
Ayres Goncalvo de Figueiredo, a knight of ninety years of age.
Accompanied by his squires and his men-at-arms and wearing a
coat of mail, he presented himself to the young prince, who said to
him : " It seems to me that a man having lived such a great tally
of years is deserving of rest after so many battles and fatigues."
Whereupon the old man replied, " I know not if my limbs have
grown weak by reason of age ; but the will is as firm to-day as
ever it was in all the battles I fought in your father's service. And
I deem there could be for me no greater honour at the hour of my
death than to be one of you in this enterprise."8
Queen Philippa, who had reinforced her sons' appeal to their
father, was stricken by plague as the fleet was preparing to sail, but
she caused three swords to be made, the scabbards and guards of
which were inlaid with gold, pearls and precious stones.
" Sire," she said to the King, " I require you as a great favour . . .
to have the kindness to knight your sons before me, at the moment
of your depaiture, with the swords that I shall give them to this
end and with my blessing. It is said that arms offered by women
weaken the hearts of chevaliers ; but I believe, having regard to
the line from which I am descended, the swords which the Infantes
receive from my hand will by no means enfeeble their hearts."9
She was then at the point of death, but to the last she gave every
encouragement to the King and his sons, urging them not to delay
their departure.
To Duarte, the heir, she said : " My son, God has chosen
you among your brothers that you may be heir to this kingdom
and that you may hold in your hands its government and its justice.
Knowing your virtue and your kindness I give you this sword
of justice, with which you will govern great and small when at the
death of your father this realm shall be yours. I commend its
people to you and pray you ever to defend it with the steadfastness
of your soul, never suffering that any do it wrong and being watch-
ful always that right and justice be served. And note well, my son,
that whereas I say justice I mean justice with compassion, for
justice without mercy is no longer to be called justice but cruelty.
I wish that you might be dubbed knight with this sword, for I
have caused it to be made, and with it the other two, that I might
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